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EWUU Education research offers a fund named “Adaptive expertise development through transdisciplinary education and lifelong learning”. With this funding we aim to stimulate innovative education research and strengthen sustainable collaboration across the four EWUU institutions.


How it works
In alignment with the EWUU Education research agenda the funding supports education researchers to explore new research ideas, initiate cross-institutional partnerships, and build a foundation for longer-term research collaboration within the EWUU alliance. In addition to financial support, successful applicants will benefit from increased visibility within the EWUU community, opportunities to connect and to learn from and exchange perspectives with different researchers across the institutions. 

Proposals are submitted by completing and submitting the application form on Friday 3 April 2026 the latest via Yvette.baggen@wur.nl. The proposals are assessed by the EWUU Education research team. 

[bookmark: _Hlk221106703]Relation to the TREE Incubator funding 
The above mentioned call focuses on education research aligned with the EWUU Education research agenda. In parallel, the EWUU alliance offers the TREE Incubator call, which is aimed at stimulating the development of transdisciplinary learning experiences beyond institutions for degree students and life long learners.

While the two calls have distinct primary purposes, they are complementary in nature. Innovative educational ideas developed within the TREE Incubator may provide an interesting opportunity for education research, for example by enabling educators and researchers to study the design, implementation, or impact of new forms of transdisciplinary education together. Interested colleagues are therefore encouraged to consider applying to both calls, where relevant.

For more information about the TREE incubator follow this link.



[bookmark: _Toc221524296]EWUU Education Research agenda and outlook



Adaptive expertise development through transdisciplinary education and lifelong learning

The EWUU Education aims to educate future professionals who can tackle societal challenges through collaboration across disciplines and co-creation. This requires more than knowledge—it demands adaptive expertise: the ability to navigate uncertainty, integrate diverse perspectives, and innovate effectively. The research team of EWUU Education is interested in interdisciplinary, interprofessional and transdisciplinary learning, in higher education and beyond (i.e., lifelong learning) that contributes to achieving this aim.

The focus of EWUU Education research
Main Question: How can we design transdisciplinary education that fosters adaptive expertise in individuals and teams?

Key Topics:
· Adaptive expertise and performance as learning outcomes of transdisciplinary education.
· The impact of transdisciplinary learning environments on students and teachers.
· Assessment practices in an era of AI.
· Lifelong learning and professional-student collaboration.

Role of EWUU Education research
We conduct practice-oriented and theory-oriented research. In practice-oriented research, we conduct empirical studies that directly inform teaching. In theory-oriented research, we develop evidence-based approaches for innovative education. Further, we support educators with research-based insights and co-create educational innovations, such as the Transdisciplinary Education Experience (TREE) training.

In more detail
· Strengthening education research: We promote knowledge development on how students and professionals develop adaptive expertise, engage in transdisciplinary learning, and participate in lifelong learning activities. We strengthen the quality of evaluation and education research and facilitate robust research structures across the EWUU alliance.

· Connecting research and practice: We build a strong community of education researchers, teachers, and educational developers who work together to strengthen education through research across the alliance institutes. By responding proactively to questions from programmes and advisors, we connect educational practice and research. In this way, research supports evidence-informed decision-making in education, and educational practice, in turn, informs research.

· Well-embedded educational innovation: We stimulate educational innovation and curriculum development based on current evidence. These innovations provide space to test and further develop new ideas, enabling continuous strengthening of both educational renewal and knowledge development within the EWUU context.

· Support for education research: We support researchers who conduct education research within EWUU on themes related to the Education Research Agenda. We contribute to education development based on your plans and goals and assist in finding relevant information and suitable literature. We offer insight into professional development opportunities and training, and we connect you with other researchers across the alliance.

How we work
We initiate strategic research, foster collaboration from the start of educational innovations, and monitor impact. Funding comes from EWUU Education, partner institutes, and external sources (e.g., NWO, NRO higher education, SURF and EU programmes).

Collaborations
We work closely with EWUU initiatives e.g., on the subject of course packages and student challenges and with EWUU CuCo experts on experts on transdisciplinary collaborations. We also work together with UU’s Centre for Academic Teaching and Learning (CAT) and the Playground, Teaching and Learning Centre (TLC) of WUR, the Utrecht Centre for Research and Development of Health Professions Education (UMC Utrecht), and TU/e’s Academy for Learning and Teaching and TU/e innovation Space and external networks such as 4TU.CEE and NECTR. In this way, we embed EWUU Education Research within EWUU Education, the four Alliance institutes, and the broader ecosystem of the universities.



[bookmark: _Toc221524297]Application form EWUU Education Research
In your application form, please explain how your proposal relates to the key topics of the EWUU Education Research agenda.

Application forms can be send to Yvette.baggen@wur.nl. You may apply for practice or theory-oriented research. Please check the next pages for a further explanation of the application form and the criteria. Please share your proposal Friday 3rd of April 2026 the latest. 

	Title
	Title of the proposed project

	Personal details main applicant
	Name, titles, email address, affiliation





	EWUU co-applicants
	Name(s), titles, email address(es), affiliation(s)

 



	Do you also apply for the TREE incubator?
	Yes/no



	Education context
(max. 250 words)

	




	Theoretical perspective
(max. 500 words)

	



















	Researchable education question
(max. 250 words)

	








	Research method
(max. 350 words)

	










	Connection to EWUU Education Research agenda (max. 250 words)

	

	Societal impact (max. 250 words)

	







	Budget and planning 
(max. 100 words)
	




	Literature
(max. 5 references)
	








Please note: By admitting a project, admitting applicants accept to share the results at the end of the project by:
· Writing a brief report that will be published on the EWUU-website, using abstract and/or poster format
· Sharing their work via e.g. an EWUU lunch meeting or at an EWUU conference 
· Submitting a paper to professional or peer-reviewed journals
· (Optional) Submitting an abstract, paper or workshop to other (scientific) conferences 
A minimum of two Alliance partners must be involved in each research proposal.

This form is inspired by the UU Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) grant. SoTL gives lecturers insight into student learning and promote their development as teachers by enabling teachers to research their own teaching. See here for more information. 


Explanation application form
In your application form, please explain how your proposal relates to the key topics of the EWUU Education Research agenda.

	Education context
(max. 250 words)

	Describe the reason for, and the context of, this project. What question would you like to answer, what would you like to try or understand better? How does this question relate to the EWUU Education Research agenda? 

Further, in the case of practice-oriented research, please elaborate: What does your teaching practice look like? And the learning of which target group(s) would you like to understand better? (e.g., students, educators, and/or professionals)


	Theoretical perspective 
(max. 500 words)
	For practice-oriented research, elaborate the theoretical perspective that you will use to study you teaching context and/or the target group. 
For theory-oriented research, elaborate which theory or (educational) concept you would like to study. 

You may underpin your analysis and ideas with educational and/or subject-specific pedagogical literature.


	Researchable teaching question
(max. 200 words)

	What researchable teaching question(s) are you hoping to answer? Could a hypothesis already be formulated, or would you prefer to conduct more explorative research? Please be sure to focus and keep your project manageable. 


	Research method
(max. 350 words)
	Give a short description of the type of data that you want to collect, the design of the study, the instruments that you will need on specific moments, and how these will answer your research question. Please be specific; e.g., specify ‘interviewing students’ whit the intended discussion topics and descriptions of the type of questions you need to ask to get the research question answered. 


	Connection to EWUU Education Research agenda (max. 250 words)
	Please describe the added value of conducting this research within the EWUU alliance. Explain why this research is particularly suited for implementation in the EWUU context and how it benefits from the complementary expertise, facilities, and/or perspectives of the participating institutions. Where relevant, you may also describe how the project contributes to strengthening collaboration and shared ambitions within the alliance.


	Societal impact (max. 250 words)
	How will you research results benefit education? How will you translate your research results to education practice? And how will you share your results across the Alliance institutes?






	Budget and planning 
(max. 100 words)

	The total budget available for this call is €80,000 (which will be evenly distributed across the four alliance instates). In order to support multiple projects, proposals in the range of approximately €20,000 are encouraged. Nevertheless, applicants should request a budget that is appropriate and proportionate to the proposed activities. The requested budget should be clearly justified in relation to the research project.

[bookmark: _Hlk70934368]Add a brief but specified budget proposal and timescale. 
Funding may be used for: hours for research, project support e.g. consultancy fees or student assistance, transcribing interviews/focus groups, and project related material costs. No funding is possible for covering teaching hours of the applicant.


	Literature
(max. 5 references)

	References (approximately five most relevant references)





Criteria
Proposals will be assessed based on the following criteria (in order of importance):
1. [bookmark: _Hlk70934425]Alignment with the EWUU Education Research Agenda
The extent to which the proposed project demonstrates a clear and substantive alignment with the main research question and/or key topics of the EWUU Education Research Agenda. Proposals should clearly articulate how the project addresses one or more of these key topics and explain how the project’s outcomes are expected to be relevant and beneficial for the EWUU alliance as a whole. While a minimum of two EWUU institutions must participate in the project, applicants should indicate how the results and insights will be of value to all four alliance institutions.
2. The feasibility of the proposed initiative
Proposed project should be realistic and doable within the proposed time frame.
3. The scholarly character
Projects should be conducted systematically, research informed (underpinned with literature), and ethically and methodologically sound (clear description of the research methods). 
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